Lenten Devotional Reflection
February, 2020 (Lent Day Two)

27th

Scripture: Galatians 2:11-21 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood self-condemned; 12 for
until certain people came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back
and kept himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13 And the other Jews joined him in this
hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not
acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live
like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is justified not by the
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we
might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified
by the works of the law. 17 But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be
sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again the very things that I once tore
down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live
to God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
21 I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing.
Reflection:
Both Jews and Gentiles are sinners when facing the judgment of God. It is impossible to access the
salvation of God merely through the Mosaic Laws. The crucified Christ is our only channel by which we can
come to the help and salvation of God. And when we have received such salvation, Christ begins to live in us.
Every day the new mercies of God come to us because of Christ living in us.
We often feel refreshed after our annual leave and short vacation abroad. Yet, when we have the faith that
Christ is living in us, we don’t need to spend the money for the air tickets. The crucified and resurrected Christ
living in us will give us new mercy on a daily basis. He is the source of newness and power. And He is the
source of life.
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